
Next Step Ministries High School Mission Trip 
June 28-July 3, 2020 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

 
What is Next Step Ministries? 
As their website says, “Next Step Ministries is a Christ-centered, 501c3 nonprofit with 
the heartbeat to do missions differently.”  We have served with Next Step for several 
years in a row, and have come to love their mission trips.  They enable us to serve 
families and communities in amazing ways, while also helping us grow in our faith 
through studying God’s word and through worship.  Most of the work we do with Next 
Step is construction oriented, but in every place they work they have various mission 
partners who sometimes get us involved in other activities like leading VBS, doing 
outreach and more.  Whatever projects we are doing, there is no experience necessary!  
Just sign up to come, and our leaders will teach you what you need to know to help 
complete your team’s tasks.   
 
Who can go on Next Step Ministries? 
Next Step Ministries  is for any youth who completed 8th grade through those who 
graduated from high school. 
 
What is the schedule like? 
Here is what an average day at Next Step looks like: 
Eat breakfast and prepare lunch – 7:15AM 
Morning devotions – 8:00AM 
Depart for worksites – 8:15AM 
Lunch and lunch devos – 12:00PM 
Resume working – 1:00PM 
Clean up worksite and return home – 3:30PM 
Free-time/shower time – 4:00PM 
Dinner – 6:00PM 
Worship – 7:00PM 
WPC Church time/free time – 8:30PM 
Lights out/quiet time – 11:00PM 

 
How are we getting there? 
Our group will be driving vans/cars down to Knoxville, leaving very early in the 
morning on June 28 and returning after dinner on July 3.   
 
Where we’ll be staying… 
We have not heard the definite location we will be staying, but it is usually Next Step’s 
local headquarters, or a mission partner (a local school, church, etc.).  We will give 
more details later! 
 
What else do I have to look forward to? 
There are a number of things we love about Next Step trips.  First is bonding with our 
group on the worksite, and getting to know the people we serve.  Second is playing 
games with our church and other churches back at base in the afternoon and evenings.  
Third is getting to learn new skills in construction!  Often on these trips we have a free 



day where we go exploring, but because of the July 4th weekend Next Step is changing 
the schedule around so that we work Monday-Thursday, and are done at Next Step on 
Friday morning.  We may plan a fun stop on the way home, but depending on timing 
we may chose as well just to drive straight home. 
 
How will this make a difference in my spiritual life? 
Next Step Ministries is a special trip because it beautifully combines meaningful service 
with spiritual development.  As you get to know the people you are serving, you are 
likely to find your heart opening to them in a way not possible before.  Additionally, 
there is something very moving about putting our faith into action by serving others.  
Lastly, Next Step has amazing worship, inspiring videos and talks, and deep devotionals 
that will lead you into a deeper faith. 
 
What is the cost? 
$600* 
Included in the price is: Next Step costs, housing, transportation fees, t-shirt, food while 
at Next Step, and more.   
* Note – This is the maximum price you will pay.  Should costs decrease based on 
attendance, or transportation discounts, we will refund families the extra amount.   
 
Refund policy: A full refund, minus $50, will be issued up until March 8.  But after 
March 8 no refunds are offered.  Should you be worried about having to back out of the 
trip after March 8, we encourage you to take out trip insurance on your trip.  Please 
contact Andrew if you want help finding trip insurance.  
 
How do I pay? 
You can either write a check to “Wayne Presbyterian Church” and write on the memo 
line “Next Step Ministries” and give it to Andrew or Sarah Hostetter.  You can also pay 
online using credit card: https://waynepres.org/youth-payments  
 
Is there room for adults? 
Yes!  We are still looking for a couple more leaders.  Any adult who is 21 or older, and 
who turns in all of their safe child clearances, is able to apply.  We need several adults 
for each worksite, it helps to have extra drivers, and we love having more adults 
around to care for and have fun with the kids.  The trip is largely free for leaders.  Talk 
with Andrew if you are interested. 
 
What if I can’t afford this? 
Part of why we are having this meeting so early is so that families can budget for the 
trip, and youth can start fundraising.  With some effort, I know youth could easily 
fundraise most or all of their costs.  Should the fundraisers not be enough, we do have 
some partial scholarships available.  After fundraising, if you need a scholarship, please 
contact Andrew. 
 
Do I have paper work to do? 
Yes, but we will get that to you later this spring.  All we need from you to reserve your 
spot is a full payment. 
 

https://waynepres.org/youth-payments

