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www.waynepres.orgUpcoming Events

May 3 2:00–4:30pm
Pictorial Directory

May 6 9:30am
Senior Recognition

May 6–13
IHN

May 15
Session Dinner 6:45pm
Session Meeting 7:30pm

May 16 4:00–6:00pm
TCP Fundraiser

May 19 10:00pm
Hugh & Margaret Strong 
Graveside Service

May 20 4:00pm
Music Transforms: 
Prometheus Chamber 
Orchestra w/ Mitchell 
School Valiant Violinists

May 22
Deacon Moderators 
Meeting 6:30pm
Deacon Meeting 7:30pm

May 28
Memorial Day (Church 
Closed)

May 30–June 8
WPNS: Sun and Fun

June 3
Bell Sunday

June 10
Orchestra Sunday

June 25–29
Vacation Bible School

A School for

Love
Last year, I spent a good deal of time considering Robert Schnase’s Five Practices 
of Fruitful Congregations. In it, he uses an analogy that has coalesced my think-
ing and has become the primary way I think about church, a school for love:

“To live in community with others is part of God’s plan and intention for us. A 
congregation is a school for love, the place where God’s Spirit forms us and the 
place where we learn how to give love to and receive love from friends, neigh-
bors, and strangers. The church is the presence of Christ in the world, the means 
by which God knits us into community in order to transform our lives and the 
lives of those around us.”

I’m reminded by this passage that we are the people of God. We might be chil-
dren of God but we are not only children, we have a group of brothers and sisters 
who teach us so much about what it means to be human. When we do church 
right, we are gracious to each other and we embolden each other for better lives. 
In short, you can’t be a Christian on your own. You need a group to help you.

I am grateful for this community of faith. You have held me up during difficult 
times. You have shared your lives with me. I have also seen you do this for each 
other. When one of you is sick, others show up to help. When one of you is griev-
ing a loss, I see you sitting with others who have grieved the same loss. When 
one of you celebrates, I see those around you joining in your joy.

These are the basic ways by which we learn to love each other ever more. A won-
derful thing happens as our heart enlarges: we also learn to love God even more 
and we learn to love ourselves more!

And if you could use a little more love in your life, or if you have a little extra to 
share, then let me encourage you to join ever more deeply in the life of Wayne 
Presbyterian Church, a school for love.

Casey
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MISSION  OUTREACH
The Common Worship 
Experience Presents: The 2nd 
Annual Spring Concert

Sunday, May 20, 2018, 5pm,
The Common Place

Featured guests include:

The Voices of Soul Concert Chorale: 
an intergenerational ensemble of 
vocalists and musicians based in West 
Philadelphia, whose repertoire consists 
of Negro Spirituals, Jazz, Traditional 
and Contemporary Gospel.

Alex Oliva: a phenomenal young 
singer/songwriter from Wayne, PA, 
and a member of Wayne Presbyterian 
Church, who currently studies music 
and performance in high school.

Total Prayze Dance Company: a 
group of talented young dancers, many 
of whom attend Cornerstone Christian 
Academy under the direction of Mrs. 
Narda Cooper.

Cornerstone Chapel Choir: youths 
from Cornerstone spanning all grades. 
Under the direction of Mrs. Connie 
Harper, the choir sings contemporary 
gospel every Wednesday during the 
school chapel services.

…and more!

Join us after the service for The Com-
mon Meal, a free, home-cooked–style 
dinner, and fellowship!

Moving Celebration of Black 
History Month at The Common 
Place

Proud parents, worshippers from 
several local churches, and friends and 
supporters from around the commu-
nity gathered at The Common Place, 
58th Street and Chester Avenue, to cel-
ebrate Black History Month late in the 

afternoon, Sunday, February 25. The 
service, which usually takes place the 
fourth Sunday of the month, is called 
“The Common Worship Experience.” 
The community is invited to attend 
the worship itself and “The Common 
Meal,” a delicious, home-cooked meal 
to which all worshippers are cordially 
welcome.

Featured at the Black History Service 
were a number of local choirs, singing 

and dancing groups, The Common 
Place Scholars, violinists from Mitchell 
Elementary School, The Southwest 
Philly Children’s Community Choir, 
Total Prayze Dance Company, and 
Asiel Dance Ministry, Voices of Grace 
Christian Fellowship.

The Asiel Dance Ministry provided an 
inspiring evocation of the black slaves’ 
historic efforts to escape from slavery.
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The watery river barriers to freedom 
were symbolized by the waving of long, 
blue cloth banners, which contrasted 
vividly with the colorful shawls of the 
dancers. The vigorous dance moves 
were in perfect concert to the back-
ground music, “Wade in the Water,” 
the deeply moving negro spiritual.

The Voices of Grace Christian Fellow-
ship provided a stirring performance 
of “Angels Watching Over Me,” another 
black spiritual evoking both the bibli-
cal flight of Joseph, Mary and Jesus to 
Egypt and the peril of the journeys to-
ward freedom of southern slaves. Wor-
shippers were unable to suppress their 
clapping and outbursts of “Hosannah” 
and “Glory” during the singing.

Perhaps the most memorable moment 
in the evening was the striking dance 
put on by The Common Place Schol-
ars, comprised of students from Cor-
nerstone Christian Academy next door 
under the inspired leadership of 2nd 
grade teacher Narda Cooper. Some 
two dozen youngsters were dressed in 
black leotards, white gloves, and white 
faces. In total silence, they danced to 
brisk music, again accompanied by 
rhythmic clapping from the enthralled 
worshippers.

Asked later why they were so quiet en-
tering and leaving the TCP sanctuary, 
they carefully explained that they were 
in mime, a wordless theatrical tech-
nique dating back to ancient Greece. 
Ms. Cooper also confided that it had 
been very difficult to persuade the chil-
dren to dance in public, until they were 
able to hide behind their white faces.

After the hour’s Black History cele-
bration, performers repaired to the 
TCP assembly room for a nutritious 
supper graciously prepared and served 
by member of New Spirit Community 
Church, Wayne Presbyterian Church 
and Grace Christian Fellowship.

— Ted Behr

One-Time Volunteer 
Opportunity for theVillage

May 19

Come help with spring cleanup on the 
Rosemont campus. Come at 8:45 for a 
continental breakfast and to hear about 
some of the programs at theVillage. 
Then from 10 to 11am, spruce up the 
campus. Call 610-519-1657 to reserve 
your spot. Any questions… contact 
Ruth Murphy at 610-964-1169.

Main Line Gun Violence 
Awareness Day

The Social Justice Committee has ap-
proved WPC acting as one of the spon-

sors of the Main Line Gun Violence 
Awareness Day on May 6, sponsored 
by several churches and synagogues 
in the area, led by Bryn Mawr Presby-
terian. The hope is that the youth and 
younger adult members might be in-
terested in joining the march through 
Bryn Mawr that afternoon.

Providing Education for 
Children in Pakistan

As part of the Global Mission annual 
giving, your tithes and offerings go 
to support ten female students at the 
Martinpur Christian Girls High School 
in the Punjab district of Pakistan 
and six female students from Kasur 

 

MAY 6TH ~ 4 PM 
MAIN LINE GUN VIOLENCE 
AWARENESS DAY 
EVENT PROGRAM  
4:00 pm ~ Bethel AME Church, 50 South Merion Ave., Bryn Mawr 
Educational forum and call to action 

4:30 pm ~ Witness Walk through Bryn Mawr to Bryn Mawr      
Presbyterian Church, 625 Montgomery Ave. 

5:00 pm ~ Remembrance service at Memorial to the Lost tee shirt 
display on front law.  

5:30 pm ~ View Souls Shot art exhibit honoring those lost to gun 
violence & engage in advocacy actions activities, Refreshments. 
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Christian Girls High School, south 
of Lahore close to the Indian border. 
These students come from a very poor 
community, and parents find it very 
difficult to pay for their schooling. It 
is a huge benefit for these students to 
receive our financial help. 

One of the students writes “My name 
is Mariam D. I read in class 9 and 
am 15 years old. I have five brothers 
and no sisters. My father is a farmer. 
Summer is very hot but I am working 
hard because I am fond of my studies. 
I really enjoy the studies and I love my 

teacher. I want to say thank you for 
giving me scholarship. Now I can fulfill 
my needs and can improve myself as a 
shining star.”

The Presbyterian Education Board 
(PEB) in Pakistan was founded by 
Presbyterian missionaries over 150 
years ago. Today PEB runs 22 schools 
and four boarding houses in Pakistan, 
serving over 6,000 students. The pur-
pose of PEB is to provide high quality 
education fully informed by and rising 
out of its Christian values and roots. 
The schools serve needy children 

regardless of race or creed. Veda Javaid 
Gill, the executive director, has visited 
WPC many times, as WPC has sup-
ported PEB schools and students for 
over 10 years. Some WPC members 
have visited PEB schools during that 
time. If you plan to travel to Pakistan, 
let a Global Mission committee mem-
ber know so you can connect with PEB 
while there!

To learn more, visit the PEB websites 
at www.friendsofpeb.org and
www.peb.edu.pk.

WPC Deacon Easter Egg Tree 
Bears Fruit in SW Philadelphia

As has been the case for the past 20 
years, a dozen stalwart residents of 
Self Inc. Outley House homeless men’s 
shelter met the truck from Wayne 
Presbyterian, which brought 45 huge 
Easter bins to brighten the holiday cel-
ebration of deserving SW Philadelphia 
families (far right).

The bins were full to the brim with 
food, gifts, and flowers donated by 
WPC members who selected “eggs” 
from the Easter tree over the preceding 
weeks. Lorraine Thomas, office man-
ager of SW Community Development 
Corp., arranged for the presence of the 
local volunteers with Outley House 
Director Frank Richardson. Thomas, 
previously board chair of CityLights 
Network, also coordinated the gather-
ing of information about the SW fam-
ilies who were the recipients of Wayne 
members’ generosity. 

“The most impressive thing is how 
Lorraine gathered the crew of willing 
and able men with 15 minutes no-
tice. She is special as are all the men,” 
asserted Gillespie. “The willingness 
of them to jump in and help unload 
the truck in a fire brigade-like line is 
inspiring and heart-warming. It makes 
the effort all the more meaningful… 
and Lorraine Thomas is a bright bea-
con in SW Philly.”
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With Gratitude to Spring Mill 
Bread Company 

Twice a week I get a text from Chloe 
Kerpius, daughter of Lori and Ed 
Kerpius, owners of Spring Mill Bread 
Company, a family owned business 
now in its fourth year. Chloe tells me 
they have some extra bread that they 
would like to donate to the needy.

The bread is picked up and delivered to 
the amazing WPC custodial staff, who 
literally meet the car in the parking lot 
and take the bread for its vital purposes.

The bread and sweets go in different 
directions: Outley House and Sher-
wood Soup Kitchen in SW Philadel-
phia, The Common Place/Cornerstone 
After School Program, Downingtown 
Food Bank, and Lancaster County 
Food Cupboard. Different people take 
the bread to different locations for 
an invisible layer of support for those 
most in need, especially during this 
cold and seemingly endless winter.

I just wanted to give a SHOUT OUT 
LOUD to the Kerpius family and the 
Wayne custodial staff, as well as to 
all the volunteers who deliver to our 
partners, without whom this ministry 
would not occur.

And, PLEASE GO TO THE SPRING 
MILL BAKERY IN WAYNE! IT’S 
GREAT. God works in amazing ways 
behind the scenes and in ways we don’t 
even know.  — Lynne Samson, WPC 
Deacon

The WPC Easter Egg Tree donations with helpers from Outley House. Left: Deacons Bill 
Nirmeier and Bill Gillespie; Right: Lorraine Thomas of Southwest CDC.

 
 

presents 

PROMETHEUS 
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 

Featuring the Music of: 
BACH, VIVALDI, AND HOLST 

 
Guest Performance by: 

THE MITCHELL VALIANT VIOLINISTS 

 
 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 20, 2018 
4:00 PM 

A benefit concert to support music students in Southwest Philadelphia 

 
A Ministry of: 

Wayne Presbyterian Church 
125 E. Lancaster Avenue, Wayne, PA 19087 

610-688-8700 / www.waynepres.org 
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In February of this year, the Rev. Judith Brackett led our 
annual women’s retreat. Her presence was a blessing 
to the women of our church for many reasons, not 
least because she arrived with many books and a list of 
recommended reading. The library has several of the 
books on her list, and you are invited to peruse them in 
the library or at home.

Those who enjoyed the Rev. Brackett’s teaching on the 
Shunammite woman (Second Kings 4:8-37) will proba-
bly enjoy Just Wives?, the stories of eleven Old Testa-
ment women whose experiences transcend time and 
place, and raise issues relevant today. Author Katharine 
Doob Sakenfeld, a professor at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, considers how modern women from diverse 
backgrounds, cultures, and countries react to her cho-
sen biblical texts.

Speaking of Sin, by the Rev. Barbara Brown Taylor, ex-
plores why and how the language of sin and salvation 
has lost power in recent decades. In the Rev. Taylor’s 
view, the erosion of theological language to describe 
the human predicament, and its replacement by the 
culturally dominant languages of medicine and law, 
have contributed to the abandonment of “our own 
paradigm for dealing with human failure in favor of the 
medical and legal paradigms.” Id. at 36. Her perspec-
tive on the words sin, damnation, repentance, penance, 
and salvation leads her to a rich understanding of 
grace, righteousness, and the work of the church.

Love of language and nature meet in Mary Oliver’s 
2004 book of poetry, Why I Wake Early. Spring is a 
particularly good time to relish this book, in which a 
keen observer and transcendent writer chronicles her 
every-day – miraculous - encounters with creation.

Finding holy beauty and sacredness in the ordinary 
and the routine is the theme of Liturgy of the Ordinary. 
Author Tish Harrison Warren, a priest in the Anglican 
Church in North America, looks at the activities of 
every-day life, e.g., making the bed, enjoying the fruits 
of creation, sitting in traffic, calling a friend. In such 
activities, she finds not just the mundane, but also an 
entry to spiritual practice.

Two books, The Healing Path and The Broken Way, 
consider how we can use the brokenness in the world 
and in ourselves to live in faith, hope, love, and abun-
dance. The Healing Path, authored by Dan B. Allender, 
Ph.D., was apparently also meaningful to the Rev. Bill 
and Dorcas Thompson, as they donated it to the library 
nearly 10 years ago. The Broken Way, a 2016 New York 
Times best-selling work, sets forth an intimate look 
at how the brokenness in author Ann Voskamp’s life 
gave way to abundance when touched by the love and 
grace of Christ.

What’s New  in the Library?
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ADULT  EDUCATION  &  FELLOWSHIP

All-Church Fellowship: Church Picnic—Save the Date!

Our wonderful and very fun all-church, on-site picnic will be Sunday, June 10, after the 10am worship service. (This is 
the first Sunday of our summer schedule.) We’ll have lunch and there will be games for children and adults alike, and, of 
course, a visit from the ice cream truck. If your last name begins with A–M, please bring dessert; N–Z a salad. Come enjoy 
a wonderful lunch and fellowship with your Wayne Presbyterian Church family. All are welcome!

Book Title  
 

Author  
 

Recommended by and why  
 
 
 
 

What Books Are YOU Reading This Summer? 

The Adult Education Committee wants to know… 
Through books we can be challenged, stretched, comfort-
ed, and brought to tears. We can even laugh out loud. The 
display case by the Library will be used to highlight books 
that our church community is reading this summer. We 
would love to have books recommended for kids through 
adults in a wide range of topics and interests. You can 
send an email with your book recommendation to Janice 
Mack at gardengirl65@gmail.com, or fill out the form 
printed here and leave it in the office. Books will be added 
to the case throughout the summer. So check out what 
Wayne Presbyterian is reading this summer!
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YOUTH  &  YOUNG  ADULT  MINISTRIES
Senior Recognition Sunday

May 6

Everyone is invited to participate in a 
very special worship service honoring 
our high school seniors. On May 6, in 
the 11am worship service (the service 
time was changed from 9:30 for logis-
tical reasons), our high school seniors 
will be blessed and prayed over by our 
church in preparation for the next step 
of their journey. There will be a brief 
reception afterwards as well. We hope 
to see you at this significant milestone 
event for our seniors!

Beyond the Stigma

May 6, 6:00–8:30pm

Youth, parents, and other caring 
adults, please join us for this event. 
Minding Your Mind and NAMI (Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness) will 
encourage us to “Just Talk About It” 
as they help us recognize the warning 
signs of stress, anxiety, depression and 
crisis. Designed for adolescents, teens 
and the adults who support them, 
we’ll learn to look beyond any stigma 
of mental health and notice warning 
signs in ourselves and our peers.

Mother’s Day

On Mother’s Day, our youth ministry 
programming will be cancelled. There 
will be no Sunday school in the morn-
ing for middle or high school youth, 
and no youth group in the evening. 
Youth, we hope you take advantage 
of your free time by pampering your 
mother!

Final School-Year Youth Events 

With the school year winding down, 
this month you will see all of our 
regularly scheduled youth ministry 
programs coming to a close. Sunday 

morning, May 20, will hold the last 
middle and high school Sunday 
school classes. Join us for a fun wrap 
up of all we have learned! Then later 
that night, all middle and high school 
youth are invited for the last youth 
group of the school year!

From 6 to 8pm, join us for dinner 
and a video scavenger hunt! You and 
your team will have scour the town 
of Wayne to find the right places and 
props for your video, and work togeth-
er to film your own funny take on a 
story. Join us for this fun night to cap 
off our great year together! Then on 
May 23 our last Chill and Anchor are 
happening.

Middle schoolers, join us for the Chill 
at church for a closing Chill-lympics: 
a series of wacky competitions. High 
schoolers, join the Hostetters at their 
house for a closing campfire, complete 
with s’mores, hot dogs, and the usual 
fun.

Looking for Youth Leaders

I know the school year has not yet 
ended, but we are already starting to 
look for the next batch of youth leaders 
for next year. What we are looking for 
are caring adults of all ages who will 
demonstrate God’s love to teens on a 
consistent basis in a variety of ways.

We will need: Sunday school teach-
ers for both middle and high school 
classes, confirmation table leaders who 
will be small group leaders for a group 
of confirmands, youth group leaders 
who will love and encourage teens, 
and Chill and Anchor leaders who will 
have fun with the teens.

For more information on how we 
can put your gifts to work in youth 
ministry at our church, please contact 

Andrew Hostetter at ahostetter@
waynepres.org. God has blessed us 
with so many great leaders over the 
years, but we always need new leaders. 
Please pray about whether you are be-
ing called to be one of them next year.

COLLEGE MINISTRIES
“College” Summer Events

All college-aged youth are invited to 
join us for the myriad of get-togethers 
this summer with your friends from 
church! Starting next month, we will 
have two events a month, which are 
ways to catch up with and stay close 
with your friends from church. In June 
we will be having a BBQ at the Hostet-
ters’ at 6pm on June 8, and a college 
brunch at Christopher’s on June 24 
at 12pm. We are looking forward to 
catching up with you, laughing with 
you, praying with you and supporting 
you! Please reach out to Sarah and 
Andrew when you get home so we can 
connect and talk with you more about 
the summer: shostetter@waynepres.
org. All friends 18–22ish are welcome!

May Young Adult Events

All 20- to 30-somethings of our church 
are invited to join us for our Theology 
on Tap this month. On May 2 we will 
be meeting at the Hostetter house for a 
drink, some snacks, catching up on life 
and a low-key theological discussion. 
Then on May 16 we will be meeting at 
La Cabra in Berwyn. Both events start 
at 8pm. If you are hopeful of meeting 
more young adults at church, please 
reach out to Sarah or Andrew Hostet-
ter to learn more about this commu-
nity and how you can become a part 
of it. There is always more room at our 
table, and we will gladly pull up an-
other chair for you! Email shostetter@
waynepres.org.
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CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY
First Grade Bible Presentations

Sunday, May 13, 9:30am worship

All first graders will be presented 
with their new Bibles during 9:30am 
worship. This is always an exciting day 
for everyone. There will be a reception 
following in the 
Chapel at which all 
are welcome. Pray 
for our first grad-
ers as they receive 
their new Bibles 
and begin a lifelong 
journey of loving 
God’s Word.

Last Day of “Regular” Sunday 
School and Start of Summer 
Sunday School

Sundays, June 3 and 10

The last day of regular Sunday school 
will be June 3. Summer Sunday school 
will begin on June 10, with classes for 
pre-school and elementary children. 
Pre-school will meet in Room 103 at 
10am each summer Sunday. Children 
in Kindergarten and older will attend 
the first part of worship with their 
families at 10am and will be dismissed 
to Summer Sunday school following 
the children’s message.

Y.E.S.S. Celebration!!

Sunday, June 3, 10:30am

We are looking forward to the 2nd an-
nual Sunday school finale this spring. 
We will have a Y.E.S.S. Celebration 
(Year End Sunday School) on June 3 at 
10:30am in the Chapel. All of the chil-

dren in our Sunday school program, 
age 2 through grade 5, will be sharing 
some of the joys and accomplishments 
of this year. There will be music, recita-
tion, drama, refreshments, and an all-
around good time. This new program 
was a big hit last year. Don’t miss it! 
Everyone is welcome to join us for this 
special event.

Vacation Bible School

June 25–29, 9:00am to 12:00pm

It is time to make your reservations 
for Vacation Bible School. VBS is for 
children age 4 through 4th grade and 
consists of Bible study, art, music and 
recreation classes. The children will 
love meeting new friends, learning 
new songs and making fun projects to 
take home and show their families. It is 
an exciting way to kick off the summer 
and all are welcome!

Registration forms have been mailed 
out. More are available at the church 
office. You can also register online 
at www.waynepres.org. Make your 
plans now and save your child’s place 
because they won’t want to miss it! The 
teaching team and staff have as much 

fun as the children. If you would like 
to join us as an adult or teen volun-
teer, please contact Kelli 
Masters at kelli@
waynepres.org 
or 610-688-8700, 
x222.

Children’s Ministry
SAVE THE DATES

May 13
First Grade Bible Presenta-
tion and Reception

June 3 10:30am
Y.E.S.S. Celebration in the 
Chapel

June 10 10:00am
Summer Sunday School 
Begins

June 25–29
Vacation Bible School

June 27
3rd, 4th and 5th Grade 
VBS Field Trip

June 28 7:00pm
VBS Celebration Night

Fifth graders received their Bibles on April 15
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For information regarding these
articles, or to reach our staff,
please contact us at:

Wayne Presbyterian Church
125 East Lancaster Ave
Wayne, PA  19087

t: 610-688-8700
f: 610-688-8743
e: waynepresbyterian@waynepres.org

Office Hours: Monday-Friday,  8:30am – 4:30pm

If you are receiving the 
Wayne Presbyterian 
newsletter by surface mail, 
and would prefer to read 
it as soon as it is available 
online, please email
MChico@waynepres.org.

Life Events
Deaths

We extend Christian sympathy to the 
friends and families of...

William H. Fritz, III
– March 25

Della Craighead (mother of Marion 
Pulsifer)

– March 31

Eloise Gilliland (Sally Hudson’s mother)
– March 31

Thelma Woodruff
– April 2

Births
June Elizabeth Barnes, daughter of Mike 
Barnes & Pea Dean and granddaughter of 
James & Buff Barnes

– March 6

Hudson Daniel Clark, son of Dan & Laurie 
(Hugill) Clark, grandson of Jill Keefer Hugill

– March 7

Iona Renée Thompson, daughter of Revs. 
Sudie & Brenton Thompson

– March 18

Baker Glenn Shively, son of Christopher 
& Megan Shively and grandson of Larry & 
Carolyn Berglund

– April 2


