
SUMMER  2018
www.waynepres.orgUpcoming Events

July 8
HS Mission Trip to South 
Dakota

July 15
MS Mission Trip to Broad 
Street Ministry

July 15-22
Our guests from Interfaith 
Hospitality Network are at 
Wayne

July 25
Youth Picnic in the Park 
 12–3pm
Young Adult Social 5–10pm

August 18
Virginia Schoch Memorial 
Service/Reception 12pm

August 21
Session Meeting 7:30pm

August 22
Young Adult Game Night
 6:30–9:30pm

August 28
WOS Board Meeting 
 7:30pm

September 3
Church Closed – Labor Day

September 9
Worship 8:30, 9:30 and 11 
Kick Off Sunday
Adult Education with Rev. 
Dr. Adam Hearlson 9:30am
Children’s education starts

September 12
Women’s morning Bible 
studies start

September 16
Sunday morning Adult 
Education begins

Share the Joy! Our Westminster Choir trip to the 
DC/Annapolis area was part of the 
YouthCue Capital Festival Tour this 
year. June 26–July 1, 2018. 

Fourteen of our youth (and their 
families) participated in this trip, along 
with Tim Evers, Sharon Girard and 
Chris Drumm.
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MISSION  OUTREACH
Mitchell School

As it ends its 103rd year and looks 
ahead to a new year, what is “cool” at 
Mitchell School, WPC’s longtime part-
ner in SW Philadelphia?

Named a “turn around school” sev-
eral years ago because of declining 
academic scores, Mitchell received 
added District support, including 
more behavioral staff and smaller class 
sizes. During this school year, read-
ing levels increased more than 30%, 
suspensions decreased more than 40%, 
lateness decreased more than 50%, 
each grade had at least two trips and 
each classroom received a smart board 
and Chromebooks for students. Staff, 
students and families, together, made 
this happen.

New opportunities came from new 
Mitchell partners, including the 
University of Pennsylvania’s summer 
STEM camp, while Wayne’s part-
nership expanded. Mitchell honored 
Wayne’s volunteers with a plaque to 
be hung in the library - the plaque 
“honors our loyal book friends from 
WPC who lovingly care for Mitchell’s 
Library.”

WPC’s volunteers help ease the busy 
school lives of teachers and are clearly 
appreciated by students.

Marsha Irvin’s 10 tutors read with chil-
dren weekly; Rita Fisk’s 12 library vol-
unteers helped children find books and 
did much more; Music Transforms’ 
five concerts raised funds for the 
violin program which WPC members 
administer; Nancy Galloway and 10 
Wayne donors arranged a master class 
by four Philadelphia Orchestra string 
members for the violinists; Rhonda 
Mordy worked in the Mitchell office, 
Ruth Dudt’s sewing class made smocks 
and Susi Bruhns organized holiday 
gifts for staff.

A “mountain” of needed donations 
came from many WPC members: 
Funds from the CityLights Board for 
the Chess Club’s national competitions 
and for Chromebooks for graduating 
8th graders. Other funds for student 

activities came from Alternative Gifts 
and individuals. Classroom supplies 
and books for the library came from 
the Nursery School; 74 holiday wreaths 
for the staff from Boy Scout Troop 284; 
many books came from the Easttown 
Library through Jane Martin and other 
WPC members. This year 1,290 new 
books were added to Mitchell’s library 
collection.

Looking ahead to the new school year, 
teachers are always looking for more 
tutors (contact Marsha Irvin, 610-695-
9628, mirvin@comcast.net) and more 
library helpers are needed. (contact 
Rita Fisk, 484-744-9535). Marsha and 
Rita are happy to tell you about these 
rewarding, needed and fun “jobs”, as 
well as others, even take you to Mitch-
ell to see the school and meet staff.

Elijah Barr and ‘his’ blooming daffodils that 
he helped WPC’s Wendy Norman and Rita 
Fisk plant in the raised boxes built about ten 
years ago by WPC members.

Cindy Miller, a frequent visitor at Wayne, 
who volunteers as a library helper reading to 
kindergartners
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WPC Men Invited to Monthly 
Breakfasts at The Common 
Place

Men of SW Philadelphia gather at 
The Common Place for a delightful 
prayer and bible study breakfast every 
third Saturday of the month – to 
which WPC members and friends are 
cordially invited. Led jointly by Rev. 
Cean James, pastor of Grace Christian 
Fellowship and Director of CityLights 
and Rev. Chris Holland, pastor of 
New Spirit Community Church, the 
men (and a number of teen sons and 
grandsons) discuss concerns they have 
in their respective male roles.

On Fathers’ Day, June 16, for instance, 
they reflected on what men have to 
do to sustain a family environment in 
which children can be lovingly nur-
tured, educated and prepared for adult 
life. All agreed they must steadfastly 
apply the “Fruits of the Spirit” spelled 
out by Paul in Galatians 5:22–23, par-
ticularly “patience, kindness, gentle-
ness, and self-control.” They affirmed 
that to accomplish these divinely 
ordained qualities a precursor is devel-
oping attentive listening skills.

For more information about these open 
prayer and bible study meetings, visit 
www.thecommonplacephilly.com or 
phone 267-275-8238. The next gath-
ering will be July 21 at The Common 
Place beginning at 8:30am.

Helping Rehab Abandoned 
Houses

The WPC mission partner Southwest 
Community Development Corporation 
has just completed the first phase of 
its project to rehab abandoned homes 
in SW Philadelphia through the 
educated activity of residents there. 
SWCDC used the proceeds of a grant 
from a nonprofit to plan and organize 
a 9 hour training program for people 
interested in becoming rehab devel-
opers. The training followed lesson 
plans successfully used elsewhere in 
the City. Twenty-eight students started 
the sessions, and all attended to the 

end. SWCDC will now select 7 to 9 
to mentor in a second phase. In that 
phase each developer will prepare a 
business plan, obtain bank financing 
and acquire title to an abandoned 
home from a City agency which has 
already approved properties in SW for 
disposal. Finally, each developer will 
use its business plan to complete the 
rehab construction for occupancy or 
rental. SWCDC intends to hold two 
more training sessions this year and 
will need mentors for those completing 
the courses. Those interested should 
contact Sal Ambrosio, Doug Mc-
Brearty or George Aman.

Social Justice Members Visit 
Senator’s Office

Representatives of the Social Justice 
Advocacy Ministry (Left to right: 
Betty Surbeck, Pamela Jensen, Marty 
Laird and Suzanne Corry) visited the 
Philadelphia offices of Senator Patrick 
Toomey to meet with two local senate 
aides for a discussion on the serious 
problem of hunger and food insecurity 
in our region, state, and nation. 

The delegation reminded the aides that 
one in eight Pennsylvanians rely on 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), a federal anti-hun-

Future rehab developers
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ger program for low income workers, 
the disabled, the elderly, and children. 
SNAP funding expires this fall and 
must be renewed, so it is a particularly 
crucial time to remind our legislators 
that we are concerned about our broth-
ers and sisters who struggle to put food 
on the table.

Wayne Presbyterian joins with many 
other churches to provide direct food 
aid via our support of food pantries 
and other initiatives, but such efforts 
are not sufficient. Letters signed by 
church members seeking to impart the 
message that hunger is a moral issue in 
which government has an essential role 
to play to ensure that all have access to 
a nutritious diet were delivered.

Do Your Compassion Letters 
Make a Difference?

Thank you so much for your letter tell-
ing us here at Harrisonburg Mennonite 
Church of your prayers for us in your 
worship services. Also, the signatures 
of individual members to encourage us 
are special, thank you! We have deep 
respect for your congregation in your 
commitment for involvement at the 
Cornerstone Christian Academy and 
the surrounding neighborhood. Bless-
ings and peace, Mark Keller, Associ-
ate Pastor Harrisonburg Mennonite 
Church

I needed this letter!!!! What a blessing 
just when I needed someone to reach 
out to me! Thank you! I am having it 
printed so that I can paste it on the 
wall in a very prominent place. It will 
encourage me as I try to serve the Lord 
in this traumatized nation. Love, Leisa 
Wagstaff. South Sudan

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your prayers for me, 
my ministry, my health and my work 
in Zomba, Malawi. Words cannot 
express, the gratitude in my heart for 
your thoughtfulness and your con-
cern for me at this time. Working and 
ministering in a foreign location, with 
a different culture and language al-
though rewarding, also has many chal-
lenges at times. Knowing that someone 
is praying for me and concerned about 
my well-being is very encouraging. 
Your letter has given me added moti-
vation to “keep the faith”. Rev. Donna J. 
Sloan, PhD, Malawi

Cornerstone Christian Academy

The photo below shows the Corner-
stone recipients of Wayne Presbyterian 
Scholarships. From left to right:

India - is a rising 8th grader, is active in 
choir, dance, the technology club, and

serves as a Student Ambassador. She 
worships at Bethel Deliverance Interna-
tional Church.

Ayana - is a rising 6th grader and is ac-
tive in Cornerstone’s choir. She attends 
Liberty Temple Church.

Syncere - is also a rising 6th grader, and 
is active in the school choir. He attends 
Church of the Redeemer Baptist Church.

India, Ayanah, and Syncere are model 
students, attesting to the quality of stu-
dents attending Cornerstone Christian 
Academy. As a private independent 
faith-based school, Cornerstone serves 
200 children in K-8 who live in and 
around the Kingsessing communi-
ty of SW Philadelphia. Founded in 
1988 by Dr. Tony Campolo and James 
Sweet, Esq., Cornerstone’s mission is 
to educate children in an environment 
that provides the highest standards for 
academic achievement and spiritual 
development. The school’s leadership 
raises nearly $2 million annually to 
help make a quality private Christian 
education accessible and affordable to 
any family in the community. Corner-
stone is approaching its 30th anniver-
sary year and is deeply grateful for the 
long time generous support of Wayne 
Presbyterian Church.
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ADULT  EDUCATION  &  FELLOWSHIP
Annual All-Church Picnic

The annual all-church picnic was a 
huge success this year and tons of fun!

Thank you to all who joined us for the 
festivities or contributed food to share!

Adult Education

Adult Ed Kickoff Sunday is September 
9, with Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson teach-
ing our one class.

The following Sunday, September 16, 
classes with The Rev. Dr. Joe Modica, 
Dr. Tara Stoppa and Dr. Landi Turner 
will begin.

Adult Ed Bible studies (women on 
Wednesdays, men on Thursdays) 
will resume on September 12 and 13. 
The Rev. Casey Thompson’s Monday 
morning study, open to all, will begin 
on September 17.

Early morning picnic setup, with weather 
that was still iffy

What would we do without the ice cream 
truck?

Weather getting better

Sight and Sound 
Play: “Jesus”

October 24

Tickets and transportation are 
being given free of charge to 
the first 50 people 65 and over. 
We currently have about six 
spots left…so sign up soon by 
calling Lynne Eckman in the 
Church office.

Fun with picnic balloons
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Book Title  
 

Author  
 

Recommended by and why  
 
 
 
 

What Books Are YOU Reading This Summer? 

The Adult Education Committee wants to know… 
Through books we can be challenged, stretched, comfort-
ed, and brought to tears. We can even laugh out loud. The 
display case by the Library will be used to highlight books 
that our church community is reading this summer. We 
would love to have books recommended for kids through 
adults in a wide range of topics and interests. You can 
send an email with your book recommendation to Janice 
Mack at gardengirl65@gmail.com, or fill out the form 
printed here and leave it in the office. Books will be added 
to the case throughout the summer. So check out what 
Wayne Presbyterian is reading this summer!

WEDNESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

IT’S A FALL FESTIVAL OF LETTERS!
BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 12, 2018

WORD BEFORE WORK
6:45am, meets on alternate Wednesdays

Philippians and Galatians
Led by the Rev. Dr. Anne Clark Duncan

WOMEN IN THE WORD
9:30am, meets weekly

1Thessalonians
Led by Dory Hoxy

James, Mercy Triumphs (A Beth Moore Series)
Led by Angela Tait

12:00pm, meets on alternate Wednesdays
Philippians and Galatians

Led by the Rev. Dr. Anne Clark Duncan

MOMs (Ministry of Motherhood)
Group meets 9:30am every Thursday

Becoming Momstrong by Heidi Strong
Led by Pam Clark

(See the WinGS Brochure for Class descriptions)
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Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, a Jewish scholar and Professor of 
New Testament Studies at Vanderbilt University Divin-
ity School, was introduced to many of us by Dr. Joe 
Modica during his adult Bible Study on the parables of 
Jesus.

In Short Stories by Jesus, the book used in this class, Dr. 
Levine sets forth her interpretations of eleven parables, 
interpretations which prompted new insights and lively 
discussion throughout the semester-long study. Four of 
Dr. Levine’s other books, two for children and two for 
adults, have now been added to our library.

The children’s books, co-authored by Dr. Levine and 
Rabbi Emerita Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, are The Mar-
velous Mustard Seed and Who Counts: 100 Sheep, 10 
Coins, and 2 Sons. In their re-telling of four of Jesus’s 
parables, the authors seek to spark the imagination of 
young readers and encourage them to ask where they 
see themselves in the stories.

The delightful illustrations, by Margaux Meganck, 
further encourage such a reading, showing people of 
all ages and races, engaged in play and their other 
activities, in cities, farms, and parks.

In The Misunderstood Jew, Dr. Levine argues that “Je-
sus cannot be understood fully unless he is understood 
through first-century Jewish eyes and heard through 
first-century Jewish ears.” Id. at 20. Failure to do so “has 
resulted in the creation and perpetuation of millennia 
of distrust, and worse, between church and syna-
gogue.” Id. at 21. The Misunderstood Jew is Dr. Levine’s 

effort to place Jesus in his Jewish and historical con-
text, which, far from undermining Christian theological 
claims, instead enriches the meaning of his images 
and words. Id. at 51. The Lord’s Prayer and the Mes-
sianic Age are but two of the topics viewed through 
Dr. Levine’s historic Jewish lens in this scholarly, but 
approachable text. Throughout the book, Dr. Levine 
stresses how interpretations divorced from historical 
understanding of first-century Judaism continue to 
support anti-Jewish narratives and damage inter-faith 
dialogue.

In The Meaning of the Bible: What the Jewish Scriptures 
and Christian Old Testament Can Teach Us, co-authors 
Dr. Douglas A. Knight and Dr. Levine take a thematic 
approach, pursuing a wide variety of general topics 
that appear throughout the Bible. For example, an 
early chapter “Law and Justice,” delves into funda-
mental questions about the origin and nature of law 
and justice in ancient Israel. Biblical understanding of 
many modern issues of justice, including speedy trial, 
testimony and other evidence, intent, proportionate 
punishment and capital punishment, and appeals, are 
addressed in this comprehensive chapter. The chapter 
entitled “The Divine” disputes as a misreading of both 
Testaments the concept of “the Old Testament God 
of Wrath vs. the New Testament God of love,” arguing 
that “[t]here is no [divine] personality shift between the 
Testaments.” Id. at 137-38. Other chapters deal with 
creation, sexuality, and politics and the economy in 
this detailed book, which well illustrates how the Bible 
is “the principal building block of much of Western 
culture.” Id. at xiii.

What’s New  in the Library?

Presbyterian Book Club

Lots of folks have asked if we could have One Book One 
Church more often than once a year. We are so grateful for 
the enthusiasm and support of our church members who 
want more opportunities to gather around a book. So, we 
are excited to expand on our interest to combine Christian 
themes, great literature and building relationships through a 
Wayne Presbyterian Book Club! We will follow a traditional 
book club model; read a book every 6–8 weeks and spend a 
little time discussing with friends.

Our first selection is an epic, East of Eden, by John Stein-
beck. This is a story about the endurance of the human soul, 
about choosing to be who you would like to be rather than 
believing you were cut with a mold that can’t be broken. 
But also it’s a story about forgiveness, the freedom of choice 
and the long road one must walk between one’s beginning 
and one’s end, and all the causes and effects in between. We 
will meet on a yet-to-be-determined September Sunday at 
11:00am. I know that there is a lot competing for your time 
on Sunday mornings, but it is hoped that you can spare 
one Sunday every two months or so to join the book club 
discussions!
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First Youth Room Work Day

July 3

With thanks to all youth who cleaned, 
painted and redecorated our youth 
room, 208/209 in Davidson Hall.

Youth Picnic at the Park

July 25

Grab your sunscreen and flip flops and 
join us for an afternoon picnic at the 
park! We will meet for the picnic at 
Easttown Township Park for a yummy 
summer lunch, sand volley ball, lawn 
games, and other fun. Parents, please 
drop your kids off at 12 and pick them 
up at 3pm. As always, don’t forget to go 
online to RSVP and fill out the permis-
sion slip: https://waynepres.org/forms.

Serve and Swim

August 7

All youth are invited to join us for this 
fun serve and swim as we support our 
local area food pantries. We will be 
collecting food for Wayne UMC’s food 
pantry and the Great Valley Food

Cupboard in Wayne from 9am until 
lunch time. Then in the afternoon we 
will swim until 3:30pm. As always, 
don’t forget to go online to RSVP and 
fill out the permission slip: https://
waynepres.org/forms.

Hershey Park

August 25

Have you reserved your spot yet to 
come on the youth Hershey Park trip? 
We will leave from church at 8am and 
will stay at the park all day, returning 
to church just before midnight. With 
school returning the next week (or 
later) for most teens, this is a great way 
to cap the summer with your church 
friends. Please go online to check out 
our brochure to learn more, and to 
sign up: https://waynepres.org/forms.

Sunday Blitz

September 9

September 9 marks the beginning of 
our youth ministry programs this year. 
On this date Confirmation, Sunday 
School, and Youth Group are all start-
ing up! So to mark this momentous 
occasion, we decided we should have a 
Sunday Blitz – an all-day youth minis-
try extravaganza! From about 8 am to 
8 pm we will be doing all sorts of great 
stuff: We will worship together, get 
brunch, have raffles, and have several 
off-campus adventures together. This 
event will be a great way to meet new 
people at church, and grow in friend-
ships with more Christians. So mark 
this event in your calendar, and stay 
tuned for more details as the school 
year approaches!

YOUTH  &  YOUNG  ADULT  MINISTRIES
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Youth Worship Leaders

Do you have a passion for worship? Do you wish you made 
more ways to use your gifts in service to God? Would you 
like to help write liturgy and prayers? Then consider joining 
our youth worship leadership team! We are looking for the 
next batch of teens who want to help lead worship in our 
church on Sunday mornings. We will train you, encourage 
you, and guide you in how to worship and be a worship 
leader, and will give you opportunities each month to serve 
as one of the worship leaders at church. Contact Andrew to 
learn more or to sign up: ahostetter@waynepres.org.

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Young Adult Shakespeare in the Park

July 25

All young adults are invited to join us for Shakespeare in the 
park! We will be leaving from church at 5pm to grab dinner 
and drive to Philadelphia to see this free showing of Twelfth 
Night. RSVP with Andrew by July 20th to attend: ahostet-
ter@waynepres.org. It will be a lot of fun, so we hope you 
can join us!

August Young Adult Events

We have two great events coming up 
in August for our twenty and thirty 
somethings at church. On August 
22 we are having a game night at the 
Hostetter house! Starting at 6:30pm, 
join them there for a fun night of food, 
drinks, community and of course party 
games! Then on August 29, we will be 
having Theology on Tap at La Cabra 
Brewery in Berwyn. Join us there 
starting at 8pm to hangout and have a 
low-key theological discussion.

Watch the Waynepres.org website for 
news and views of our High School 
mission trip to South Dakota (Lakota 
Indians) and Middle School trip to 
Broad Street Ministries (Philadel-
phia, PA).
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COLLEGE MINISTRY

College Brunch

July 1

College aged friends joined one anoth-
er at the Hostetter house on July 1 for 
a delicious breakfast and great time of 
fellowship together.

College Social

July 6

All college aged friends were also invit-
ed to join us for a fun night in Media! 

We grabbed food at one of the many 
awesome restaurants, strolled through 
the town, and had a concert under the 
stars there.

College Social

August 6

Meet up with us for a great time of fel-
lowship at Penn’s landing! All college 
aged people are invited to meet us at 
5pm in Wayne to drive into the city 

for a night of ice cream, roller skating, 
walks along the river, and campfires. 
Please email or text Andrew so we 
know you are coming: ahostetter@
waynepres.org.

Last College Brunch

August 19

Before you head back to college, join 
us for one last brunch. Following the 
10am service we will be headed for 
brunch at Christopher’s. Please ei-
ther meet us in the Connector after 
worship, or you can meet us there at 
11:30am. We hope to see you then!

Above and right: Devers and Diehls in South Dakota
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Vacation Bible School: SHIPWRECKED!

Vacation Bible School was held the week of June 25. The “castaways” and their 
crew leaders had a fantastic time learning about all of the ways Jesus is with us. 
Bible stories, amazing art projects, fun games, lots of exploring 
and imagining, and some of the catchiest music ever made 
for a perfect start to our summer.

Special thanks to the 80 volunteers who made it all
run so smoothly. Mark your calendars for VBS 2019: 
June 24–28.

Become a Sunday School Teacher!

You don’t have to be a “teacher” or an “expert” – we need all kinds of help. 
Whether your interests or skills bring you to lead a class instruction or 
assist in crowd control, we need your help. It truly is very rewarding to be 
an active part of the children’s growth in learning about and loving God. 
Please contact Kelli Masters for more information at kelli@waynepres.org.

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY
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For information regarding these
articles, or to reach our staff,
please contact us at:

Wayne Presbyterian Church
125 East Lancaster Ave
Wayne, PA  19087

t: 610-688-8700
f: 610-688-8743
e: waynepresbyterian@waynepres.org

Office Hours: Monday-Friday,  8:30am – 4:30pm

If you are receiving the 
Wayne Presbyterian 
newsletter by surface mail, 
and would prefer to read 
it as soon as it is available 
online, please email
MChico@waynepres.org.

Life Events
Deaths

We extend Christian sympathy to the 
friends and families of...

Marjorie Evans (Bob)
– June 9

Susan Salveson
– June 13

Josephine Rothermel 
– June 18


