
OCTOBER  2018
www.waynepres.orgUpcoming Events

October 7
Music Transforms Concert: 
Festival Francais, Dr. James 
Gerber, Organ 4:00 pm

October 16
Session Meeting 7:30 pm

October 19
Dinner and a Movie 
 6:00 pm

October 23
Deacon Meeting 7:30 pm

October 26–28
Middle School Retreat

October 27
Wayne Presbyterian 
Church Tailgate, Villanova 
University 12:00 pm

October 28
Walking the Mourner’s Path
 11:00 am
Sundae Sunday 2:00 pm

November 2
WinGS Fall Dinner: “Gath-
ering with Grateful Hearts” 
 7:00 pm

November 3 & 4
Oratorio Concert: The 
Kingdom, Edward Elgar
 7:30 pm

Stewardship
Dedication Sunday is November 4. The 
Christian tradition has consistently 
maintained that generosity enlarg-
es the soul, realigns priorities, and 
strengthens congregations to fulfill 
Christ’s ministries. We give generously 
to the church because we genuinely 
desire to make a positive difference 
for the purposes of Christ and because 
we want to align our lives with higher 
purposes. As people give, they grow 
in relationship with Christ, and as 
they grow in Christ they also grow in 
the practice of extravagant generosity. 
They begin to provide the resources 
that strengthen ministry and help the 
church transform the lives of people in 
the same way their own lives have been 
transformed by God.

Giving is central to Jewish and Chris-
tian practice because God is a gen-
erous source of life and love. People 
give because they serve a giving God. 
God is our model for giving and God 
gives generously. Scripture is full of 
examples and teachings that focus on 
possessions, wealth, giving, gifts, gen-
erosity, offerings, charity, sacrifice, and 
sharing with those in need.

Jesus’s teachings abound with tales of 
rich and poor, generous and shrewd, 
givers and takers, charitable and 
selfish, faithful and fearful. He com-
mends the poor widow putting her 
two coins in the treasury. Giving out of 

her poverty she gave all she had. The 
story upsets expectations by pointing 
to proportion rather than amount as 
the measure of extravagance. In the 
parable of the three servants entrusted 
with varying investments the servant 
who hoards and buries his money for 
safe-keeping is rebuked. The parable is 
clear: God cares about how we use our 
money.

Wayne Presbyterian Church wants 
people to feel good about giving and 
about growing in generosity. We want 
our stewardship to unite and energize 
the community to serve God’s world. 
We therefore invite people to practice 
proportional giving and consider offer-
ing testimony to their neighbors about 
how giving has inspired the growth of 
their faith. 

Moreover, this year, we would like to 
emphasize our need to give rather than 
the church’s need to receive. Churches 
that practice extravagant generosi-
ty don’t talk in general terms about 
stewardship. They speak confidently 
and faithfully about money, giving, 
generosity, and the difference giving 
makes for the purposes of Christ and 
in the life of the giver. The Stewardship 
Committee of Wayne Presbyterian 
Church asks you to give generously on 
Dedication Sunday. Thank you.

The Stewardship Committee
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The Kick-Off Potluck

On Saturday, September 7, WPC held 
a congregational potluck to inaugurate 
the new program year. Nearly 80 peo-
ple filled the Chapel for dinner, drink, 
and fellowship. A new event in the life 
of the church, the Kick-Off Potluck 
was a time for the church to convene 
again after a long summer. A couple 
of images stand out. First, the dessert 
table was overflowing with delicious 
pastries, cakes, and cookies. Sec-
ond, visitors mingled with long-time 
members. And finally, the children 
of the church ran screaming through  
the halls playing hide and seek. As 
the screams echoed through the halls, 
someone remarked, “This church is 
becoming their home. They feel com-
fortable here. Praise God.” Praise God, 
indeed.

Radnor Fall Festival

On September 16, volunteers from 
WPC represented the church at the 

annual Radnor Fall Festival. We gave 
away 150 balloons, three cases of wa-
ter, a day’s worth of handshakes, and 
as many smiles as we could muster. 
Stationed directly next to the boun-
cy houses, we were able to strike up 
conversation with many of the waiting 
young families and invite them to be a 
part of all the good things happening 
at our church. It was a blessing to be 
among our neighbors.

ADULT  EDUCATION  &  FELLOWSHIP
Adult Education
CALENDAR

Our Call to Care for Creation, 
Fireside Room

October 7
“Becoming a Creation Care 
Congregation”
– Adam Hearlson

October 14
“God and Garden: Eden, 
Gethsemane, Farminary”
– Nate Stucky, Director of the 
Farminary at Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary

October 21
“Environmental Racism and 
Injustice in Southwest Phila-
delphia: Its Effects and Possi-
ble Solutions”
– Russel Zerbo, Advocacy Co-
ordinator, Clean Air Council

The Book of Amos, The Knox 
Room

Each Sunday at 9:30
– Joe Modica, University 
Chaplain, Eastern University

Science, Scripture, and 
Theology

October 28 & November 4
– Dr. David Bradstreet, Profes-
sor of Astronomy and Physics, 
Eastern University



OCTOBER  2018   |   3

Making WPC an “Earth Care 
Congregation”

The “Earth Care Congregation” pro-
gram is designed to inspire congre-
gations to care for God’s creation in a 
holistic way, integrating earth care into 
all facets of church life. This program 
grew out of the “Call to Restore the 
Creation,” part of a Resolution passed 
in 1990 by the 202nd General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church USA 
(PC(USA)). Reflecting the intimate 
connection between a healthy environ-
ment and food production, the Earth 
Care Congregation program rests 
under the auspices of the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program.

In 2018, the Presbyterian Hunger 
Program certified 206 Earth Care 
Congregations, recognizing in each a 
commitment to take seriously God’s 
charge to “till and keep” the garden. 
Certification as an Earth Care Congre-
gation requires a pledge to be humble 
and careful stewards of the earth, with 
conscious awareness of and deliberate 
attention toward earth care ministry 
in all activities of the church, includ-
ing facilities, worship, education, and 
outreach.

Over the spring and summer, the 
Social Justice Advocacy Commit-
tee at WPC has been working with 
many other committees of the church, 

including Administration & Property, 
Worship & Music, Adult Education, 
and Children and Youth, to prepare 
an application to PC(USA) for first-
year certification as an Earth Care 
Congregation. Together, we have thus 
far accomplished the following: (1) 
initiated the required audit of actions 
our church has taken to protect God’s 
creation; (2) obtained a professional 
assessment of our church’s energy 
use; (3) switched church lighting to 
efficient LED bulbs; (4) organized an 
adult education class, “Our Call to 
Care for Creation,” on three Sundays, 
October 7, 14, and 21, at 9:30 am; (5) 
set up an exhibit in the display case 

near the library on the spiritual and 
practical aspects of caring for God’s 
magnificent creation on which we all 
depend. If your committee has tak-
en any action, no matter how small, 
towards earth care; or if you have 
thoughts on how our church can 
better care for our environment; or 
if you simply have a passion for the 
restoration and care of God’s creation, 
please get in touch with Rutger Boer-
ema (rutger.boerema@yahoo.com) or 
Pamela Jensen (jens0581@umn.edu). 
For more information, please see www.
pcusa.org/earth-care-congregations 
and join us for “Our Call to Care for 
Creation.”

Our Call to Care for Creation


“Theology of Creation Care”

October 7


What is an Earth Care Congregation?
The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson

“God & Garden: Eden, Gethsemane, Farminary”

October 14


The Rev. Dr. Nathan Stucky,
Director of The Farminary Project,

Princeton Theological Seminary

“Environmental Racism and Injustice in Southwest 
Philadelphia: Its effects and possible solutions”


October 21

Russell Zerbo

Clean Air Council,  Advocacy Coordinator

   Come and join us in the Fireside 
    Room at 9:30 a.m.
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Good news: it isn’t a multiple choice 
question!!!

Have you ever wrestled to reconcile 
your Christian faith with what you 
know from reading about modern 
science? Ever wondered how discov-
eries in genetics, astronomy, geology, 
paleontology and evolution can be 
reconciled with Scripture and what 
the Bible teaches us about the design 
and creation of our world?

Then you are going to want to attend 
an Adult Education class that will 
address these questions and more. 
On Sunday, October 21, WPC will 
welcome Dr. Deborah Haarsma, 
President of BioLogos. This organi-
zation was founded by Sir Francis 
Collins. He was Director of the 
Human Genome Project that was the 

first to decode the entire DNA map. 
Dr. Collins is currently the Director 
of the National Institutes of Health, 
one of the largest medical research 
organizations in the world. He is the 
author of The Language of God and 
a devout Christian. The mission of 
BioLogos is to promote dialogue be-
tween the worlds of faith and science 
and to empower individuals, teach-
ers, and churches to see the harmony 
between these complementary views 
of God’s creation.

Deborah is a nationally recognized 
astronomer and an inspiring Chris-
tian leader. She is gifted in interpret-
ing complex scientific topics for lay 
audiences. Dr. Haarsma often speaks 
to churches, colleges, and schools 
about the relationships between sci-
ence and Christian faith. She is the 

author (along with her husband Lo-
ren Haarsma) of Origins: Christian 
Perspectives on Creation, Evolution, 
and Intelligent Design, a book pre-
senting the agreements and disagree-
ments of Christians regarding the 
history of life and the universe. 

In addition to the Adult Education 
class at 11:00, Deborah will speak 
with our high school students at 
9:30. She is an excellent role model 
for our children as she demonstrates 
her Christian values while pursuing 
a career in science.

You will come away from these 
opportunities with a renewed sense 
of the ways science and faith support 
each other and a deeper appreciation 
of the wonders of both.

NEW MEMBERS CLASS

OCTOBER 21
8:30AM–11AM

For all those who have recently 
joined or wish to join the church.

For more information contact: Adam Hearlson
ahearlson@waynepres.org

BIBLE STUDY
MONDAYS  |  9:30AM

KNOX ROOM

PLEASE JOIN US AS PASTOR 
CASEY THOMPSON LEADS A 

THOUGHTFUL, LAYERED LOOK AT 
THE BIBLE’S WISDOM LITERATURE.

Do you believe in God or Science?
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WOMEN of the CHURCH 
YOU ARE INVITED TO DINNER

“GATHERING WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS”

Date: FRIDAY NIGHT, NOVEMBER 2ND

TIME: 6:00 PM at Pamela Jensen’s
407 North Wayne Avenue

Wine and Appetizers

7:00 PM at Church
Dinner and Program

Please join us for this delicious catered event. You will delight in a 
variety of Thanksgiving tablescapes, be inspired by our speaker and 

enjoy the fellowship of other women.
 This will be a fun night out for women of all ages!

Please register by calling the church office at 610-688-8700 or signing 
up on the church website: www.waynepres.org where 

further information is available.
Sponsored by WinGS

WOMEN of the CHURCH 
YOU ARE INVITED TO DINNER

“GATHERING WITH GRATEFUL HEARTS”

Date: FRIDAY NIGHT, NOVEMBER 2ND

TIME: 6:00 PM at Pamela Jensen’s
407 North Wayne Avenue

Wine and Appetizers

7:00 PM at Church
Dinner and Program

Please join us for this delicious catered event. You will delight in a 
variety of Thanksgiving tablescapes, be inspired by our speaker 

and enjoy the fellowship of other women. 
This will be a fun night out for women of all ages!

Please register by calling the church office at 610-688-8700 or signing 
up on the church website: www.waynepres.org where

 further information is available.
Sponsored by WinGS

YOUTH  &  YOUNG  ADULT  MINISTRIES
Youth to Dunwoody Village

October 14

All youth are invited to join us for a 
fun afternoon with some of our seniors 
at Dunwoody Village. We will meet at 
church at 2:00 pm, then leave for an 
afternoon of getting to know them, 
learning from them how to bake or 
play a new game, help some of them 
with special projects, and just have fun 
together. We will return to church at 
5:00 pm that night. Interested in join-
ing us? RSVP online: https://
waynepres.org/dunwoody-rsvp. We 
hope you can make it for this great 
afternoon.
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Youth Worship Team

Are you one of those people who are do-ers? Do you like to 
be a part of the action? Then you should consider being a 
part of our youth worship team. Starting October 7, we will 
be training youth to serve on the worship leadership team. 
They will get an opportunity to write liturgy and prayers, 
lead the congregation in worship on Sunday mornings, and 
more. You don’t need to have the Bible memorized for this, 
or be a perfect Christian. All we ask of our youth worship 
leaders is that they: love God, are reliable, thoughtfully 
prepare for worship, and are willing to learn while doing. 
Contact Andrew to learn more: ahostetter@waynepres.org.

Youth Fall Retreats

“I wish it were longer than a weekend.” This is what we most 
commonly hear from our youth coming back from our fall 
retreats each year. This year our middle schoolers have the 
opportunity to go to Camp Ichthus in the Poconos October 
26–28. It will be a weekend of games, time with God, camp 
fires, rock walls, and more. The theme for this weekend, and 
the high school retreat weekend, is “treat yo’ self!” and we 
will be exploring ways we can care for ourselves spiritually, 
mentally, and emotionally. Our high school retreat is No-
vember 9–11 at Rehoboth, and we will get to watch movies, 
play games on the beach, bake, go on walks, and more. To 
learn more, or to sign up, check out our brochures: https://
waynepres.org/forms.

Soup Making

October 28, 6–8 pm

High school friends, find an apron and watch some Top 
Chef in preparation for youth group on this day. The high 
schoolers will be making a meal for one of our mission 
partners in the church’s kitchen. Join us for a fun evening of 
serving the hungry in our area! Middle schoolers will not 
have youth group this night because of the retreat.

College Care Packages

Families, we want to bless your college students! Please give 
us the contact information of your college students (school 
mailing address and email address), so we can bless them 
with an awesome care package from our youth, and inform 
them of upcoming college events over break. Please send 
their contact information to Andrew (ahostetter@
waynepres.org) no later than November 11 if you want 
them to receive a package full of love and goodies!

Young Adult Ministry

Are you a twenty- or thirty-something and looking for 
Christian community? Join us for these events this month:

• October 10, 8:00 pm – Fellowship at La Cabra – Join us 
at La Cabra in Berwyn for good food, a drink, games, 
and hanging out together.

• October 24, 8:00 pm – Theology on Tap – Join us at the 
Hostetter house for a low-key discussion on God or our 
world from a faith perspective. Join us for great conver-
sation over a drink and snacks.

We would also love to add you to our email list so you can 
get the most up-to-date information on what the young 
adult ministry is doing here at church. To be added, please 
email Andrew at ahostetter@waynepres.org.
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Shannondell

On September 17, the Deacons held a 
gathering at Shannondell. It was an oc-
casion for about 30 residents to enjoy 
some social time with fellow members 
of Wayne Presbyterian Church. At the 
gathering, Anne Clark Duncan dis-
cussed her transition to Parish Associ-
ate for Visitation, then introduced Dr. 
Adam Hearlson, our Interim Associate 
Pastor for Adult Education, Fellowship 
and Discipleship.

Adam talked about his background 
(California is the home of his heart), 
his educational and professional ex-
perience, his family, and his pleasure 
in being at Wayne Presbyterian. He 
explained how the process of calling a 
new pastor works and where we are in 
that process.

He then answered questions from the 
residents, who are anxious for more 
contact with the  church and asked 
that more time be spent with them at 
Shannondell. Adam promised to come 
back to talk with them or worship with 
them.

Another fall event at Shannondell is 
planned for mid-November, at which 
time our talented member Eric Me-
neely will entertain with piano music 
in the Bradford living room.

Dunwoody and White Horse 
Village

September 7, 2018, 2–3 pm

Dunwoody and White Horse resi-
dents, especially those from the Wayne 
Presbyterian congregation who live 
in Newtown Square, gathered for a 
wonderful concert in Dunwoody’s au-
ditorium on Friday, September 7. Our 
music minister Tim Evers started the 
program with Muzio Clementi’s Son-
atina in three parts, Allegro, Andante 
and Vivace.

He was then joined on stage by Mela-
nie Sarakatsannis, our soprano soloist 

who has performed with many opera 
houses across the country in leading 
and supporting roles. The following 
were sung and played (and, occasion-
ally, acted):

Quando men vo (from Puccini’s LaBo-
heme), My Dear Marquis (Strauss), 
Noctune in D-Flat (Chopin), All the 
Things You Are (Kern), One Kiss 
(Romberg), and Andante con moto e 
poco rubato (Gershwin).

The program closed with two songs 
we could sing along with: Steal Away 
to Jesus (Hayes) and Somewhere Over 
the Rainbow (Arlen).

DEACON  MINISTRY
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CONGREGATIONAL  CARE

Congregational Mission Study 

Dear Wayne Presbyterian Community,

We were asked by Casey Thompson to 
form a Mission Study Committee for 
WPC and we began meeting this sum-
mer. Folks may wonder why we don’t 
just hire a new pastor right after a serv-
ing pastor leaves. The hiring process, 
set by the Philadelphia Presbytery, 
encourages churches to take stock of 
their needs before making permanent 
hires. As the Mission Study Com-
mittee, we are charged with taking a 
snapshot of our present church and 
assessing the direction it would like to 
focus on in the future.

In our initial meetings, we have a 
discerned a clear path to follow and 
have found experienced folks to guide 
us. We will be assisted by the Samari-
tan Consulting Center, which employs 
assessments developed by Holy Cow! 
Consulting. They will work with us to 
conduct and analyze the surveys that 
will be given to church members this 
fall. Also, the Mission Study Com-
mittee will be hosting town hall–type 
listening sessions with small groups 
of the congregation. Whether you are 
new to Wayne Presbyterian or a long-
time member, your thoughts, ideas, 
concerns, dreams, and commitments 
are important contributions to include 
in the plan for our present and future. 

The completed Mission Study will be 
provided to the congregation and then 
made available to the Associate Pastor 
Nominating Committee (APNC), in 
early 2019. That committee will then 
proceed to seek the right ministers to 
fill the roles available here at Wayne 
Presbyterian Church. Your thoughts 
and ideas are vital for this study to 
be reflective of our church and we 
encourage your participation and 

questions as we go forward during this 
exciting time here. Please look for the 
survey in October and participate in 
one of the many listening sessions that 
will follow.

Mission Study Committee
Mark Fabere
John Murphy
Janice Mack
Linda Teets

This weekly small-group experi-
ence is different than other grief 
programs. It was founded out of 
the need to answer the question, 
‘Where is God in my pain?’

This is a national program. All of 
the Wayne Presbyterian Church 
facilitators have been trained by the 
national organization. Each small 
group will have two facilitators and 
a trained clergy liaison.

Each week, the group meets for 
an hour and a half. The program 
includes weekly small-group work-
shops; times of prayer and personal 
sharing as guided; and opportuni-
ties to process grief as prompted by 
a workbook given to each partici-
pant.

Both church members and mem-
bers of the community are wel-
come. Or, if you have a group of 
six or more friends or neighbors 
who would like to go through the 
program together, let us know. We 
may be able to offer the program at 
your location.

The groups at Wayne Presbyterian 
Church are open to members of the

church and members of the com-
munity.

Upcoming WTMP group dates 
are:

Fall/Winter 2018: Sundays, 
11:00 am–12:30 pm
October 28; November 4, 11, 18, 
25; December 2, 9, 16

Spring 2019: Thursdays, 5:30–
7:00 pm
February 28; March 7, 14, 21, 28; 
April 4, 11, 18

Please call Lynne Eckman in the 
church office to make a reservation.

Walking the Mourner’s Path
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MISSION  OUTREACH

Happy Birthday to 
Our Library!

The church library is celebrating 
a birthday. For 70 years there has 
been a library committee and 
books have been available for the 
congregation to borrow. It was 
certainly a small start in 1948: 
there was no dedicated space, but 
rather six books on a table at the 
rear of the sanctuary. As interest 
grew over the ensuing years, the 
library also grew, adding thou-
sands of volumes and moving into 
dedicated space. To commemo-
rate the birth of our library and 
this congregation’s love of books 
and learning, the librarians invite 
you to join them in the library 
after the 9:30 worship service 
on October 7, 2018, for birthday 
cake, a small historical exhibit, 
and perhaps a rendition of Happy 
Birthday, dear Library.

Myers Tots Olympics

The 15th annual Myers Tots Olym-
pics was held at the Myers Recreation 
Center on August 8, 2018. The Olym-
pic games, directed by Jan Eberlein 
from Wayne Presbyterian Church, are 
a part of the exciting and busy sev-
en-week Myers Tot Summer Camp 
directed by Edna Reddick and her 
staff. Participants are children from 
Southwest Philadelphia who are ages 
2–7. The Olympics include decorating 
painter hats, listening to a book about 

the Olympics, walking in a parade, and 
playing games including navigating 
an obstacle course, playing in a base-
ball game, gunny sack races, and relay 
races. The favorite games, of course, 
are the water balloon activities led by 
Lee Pretz. Following the games, the 
children enjoyed the Chicken Dance, 
received medals and certificates of 
participation, and ate popsicles. Every 
year the laughter, excitement and 
smiles on the faces of these beautiful 
children who participate in our

Olympics warms our hearts. These 
children are truly our Olympic stars.

Common Place Day of Service

October 13

There will be a campus-wide day of 
service held on October 13 at The 
Common Place and Cornerstone 
Christian Academy. All ages and skill 
levels welcome. Please join us! For 
information, please contact Hannah 
Johnson at acme@thecommonplace 
philly.org or 267-275-8238, ext. 305.
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For information regarding these
articles, or to reach our staff,
please contact us at:

Wayne Presbyterian Church
125 East Lancaster Ave
Wayne, PA  19087

t: 610-688-8700
f: 610-688-8743
e: waynepresbyterian@waynepres.org

Office Hours: Monday-Friday,  8:30am – 4:30pm

If you are receiving the 
Wayne Presbyterian 
newsletter by surface mail, 
and would prefer to read 
it as soon as it is available 
online, please email
MChico@waynepres.org.

Life Events
Deaths

We extend Christian sympathy to the 
friends and family of…

Marie Louise Laney Dahm
– September 7

Births
We celebrate the birth of…

Zachary David Forrest, son of John & 
Nicole Forrest and grandson of Elsa & 
Peter Forrest

– August 29

Baptisms
We rejoice in the baptisms of…

Baker Glenn Shively, son of 
Christopher & Megan Shively

– September 23

Palmer Grace Marion-Landais, 
daughter of Mark & Allyson Marion-
Landais

– September 23


